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[Inclosure.] 

Mortality of the city of Habana and town of Begla for the week ended Thursday, January 

27, 1898. 
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Concerning excessive mortality in Santiago de Cuba. 

Santiago de Cuba, January 20, 1898. 

Sir : I have had the honor of repeatedly calling your attention in my 
weekly reports to the excessive mortality in the city of Santiago de 
Cuba for the last two and a half years. 

From the first of January, 1898, to the twentieth of the same month, 
269 deaths have been registered. At this rate it would not take very 
long to depopulate the city. 

I will, in this supplemental report, examine the causes which have 
produced this state of affairs, and made Santiago a pest hole unfit for 
civilized individuals to inhabit. 

Before the war the country was thickly populated by small land- 
holders, both white and black, who cultivated small coffee, sugar, and 
fruit plantations. They managed to make an easy living by working a 
generous and productive soil, but contented with living from day to 
day, and with the want of economy so proverbial in the Spanish race, 
seldom or never made provisions for a rainy day. The war broke out 
suddenly like a thunderclap and all the rural inhabitants left the 
country, some to fall into the ranks of the insurgent army, others to 
concentrate in the villages around or in the city of Santiago. Families 
were left to the care of Providence and public charity. The munici- 
pality could do nothing for the poor and the sick, and the consequence 
was a great increase in the number of sick and a rise in the mortality. 
Santiago has always been a very dirty and uncared-for city ; I have in 
former reports described it as a dangerous locality for breeding diseases. 
Add to this the moral influence of fear and depression caused by the 
war, and no one will wonder that death has an easy task to accomplish. 

We are now suffering from an epidemic of malarial fevers, and many 
die from want of quinine and food. The United States consul, Mr. P. F. 
Hyatt, has distributed hundreds of quinine pills, and the consulate is 
constantly besieged by fever-stricken people asking for medicines, to 
such an extent as to interfere with the consular business. I have 
learned through the press of the generous effort of the United States 
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Government to start a subscription with the object of acquiring medi- 
cines, food, clothing, etc., for the concentrados ; no better charity could 
be devised to relieve so much misery and destitution, and I also would 
ask not to be forgotten in the distribution. We have as much need as 
Habana or any other city for relief, and the poor of Santiago are look- 
ing toward the United States expecting most anxiously to be saved 
from starvation and death. 

Respectfully, Dr. H. S. Camineeo, 

Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 

Sanitary report from Yokohama. 

Yokohama, January 7, 1898. 
Sie : I have the honor to inform you that, although unable to for- 
ward my regular detailed report of infectious disease in Japan by this 
mail, in all important regards the sanitary situation throughout the 
country is satisfactory. Some 2 or 3 cases of smallpox have occurred 
in Yokohama and neighborhood during the past two weeks, but are not 
officially reported. I have no anticipation of an epidemic outbreak of 
this disease, however, but should such take place will, of course, imme- 
diately inforce the regulations. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuaet Eldeidge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, V. 8. M. H. S. 
The Supeevising Suegeon-Geneeal, 

17. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MEXICO. 

Denial of rumored yellow fever at Colima. 

GuADALAJAEA, January %, 1898. 
Sir : Answering your letter of the 13th instant, would say I have 
fully investigated the rumor "that yellow fever had made its appear- 
ance at Colima, and caused many deaths." I find it untrue, beyond 
any doubt. The governor of this state kindly telegraphed for informa- 
tion to the governor of Colima. I had the good fortune to meet a mis- 
sionary of our country, who had been there for some time, and he 
informed me there was no ground for such a rumor. I learn further, 
that the above rumor circulated quite extensively in the papers of this 
republic, when President Diaz took the matter up, and, after investiga- 
tion, declared that the rumor had no foundation. 

The health of the cities of this republic on the Pacific Coast is fully 
up to standard. No contagious diseases prevail that I can learn of. 
Very respectfully, yours, Edw. B. Light, 

Consular Agent. 
The Supervising Suegeon-Geneeal, 

TJ. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



